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Mon t h ly  Mee t ing: 

Whe n: Thursday,  11/07, 2019  7:30pm.  

Where:  Foundry United Methodist Church,  

2801 Virginia Beach Blvd. in Virginia Beach next to Beach Ford.  

Meeting Speaker:  Jared Dean.  

Meeting Subject:   Crappie fishing in Hampton Roads.  

       

 

November  & Future Information Notes:  

¶ Please bring a toy to the meeting for this yearõs  

Stuff -a-Boat Toy Drive  

¶ Cape Hatteras Anglerõs Club Invitational Surf Fishing 

Tournament ð 7 through 9.  

¶ Oceanõs East Black Friday Sales Event in November. 

¶ Club General Election Meeting Night 1 2-5 . 

¶ Membership  Dues for 2020 have increased to $40.00.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

This Monthôs Quote 

ñI've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget 

what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.ò  

ˈ Maya Angelou 
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BOAT 

Preston Mangum  (757) 582-1450 (FW) 

Jeremy Maguire  (757) 407-0493 

Rich Maguire  (757) 619-4851 

Rob Stommel  (703) 244-1282 

Scott Nagen (571) 572-1023 

 

CREW 

Kelly Hoggard  (757) 416-8817 

Victor Minak  (703) 888-8992 

Add your name  to either list  by sending an 

email to                         

vbanglersclub@gmail.com  

VBAC Fishing Roulette 2018 
Species    Current Leader    Weight 
 

Bowfin         Jerry Hughes               8.25 lbs.  

Yellow Perch        Preston Mangum               12 oz. 

Bluefish         John Germanos     3.15 lbs. 

Flounder         James Eisenhower              5.25 lbs. 

Spadefish         Kelly Hoggard              5lbs. 14oz. 

 Submissions 

Virginia Beach Anglers Club: 

vbanglersclub@gmail.com 

Kelly Hoggard: 757-416-8817 or 

fishnkelly@msn.com 

 

mailto:vbanglersclub@gmail.com
mailto:fishnkelly@msn.com
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Our October Oceanôs East Table 

 

 

 

Dedication!  

Thanks to those that ñmannedò our table, more 

people showed interest in our club and the 

upcoming Crappie Tournament! 
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Our 2019 Oyster Roast 
Our oyster roast is always a huge hit and this year was no exception! It was a very well attended 

function with one of the largest group of guests this writer can remember. So many people brought 

food items to share that the tables were almost overloaded and at the end, almost everything had 

been eaten! The group managed to eat every last one of the 800 oysters provided as well as our head 

chef Jerry Marianoôs delicious creation of halibut, trout, peppers, sausage and potatoes. Dave Smith 

provided a generous gift of speckled trout for all to share and Jerry did his usual magic, cooking it 

to perfection! Our thanks go out to everyone that helped accomplish so much. The tasks for this 

event are many and varied from set-up and take-down, food and site prep, constant grill attendance, 

raffle donations and ticket sales, gate proceeds, and those wonderful Bloody Maryôs and often 

appreciation gets lost in the process. THANK YOU!  

Congratulations to Charles Corigliano winner of the Yeti cooler drawing! 
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Stuff-a-Boat Toy Drive 

 

{Ŝŀ ¢ƻǿ IŀƳǇǘƻƴ wƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ !ƴƎƭŜǊ /ƭǳōǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘǳŦŦ-a-.ƻŀǘ ¢ƻȅ 5ǊƛǾŜέΦ 

We will be collecting toys that are new and un-giftwrapped. Last year we were able to collect over 1840 toys due to 

the Angler Clubs tremendous participation. The only thing we are asking of club members is to bring a toy to your 

ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ !ƴƎƭŜǊΩǎ /ƭǳō ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ {Ŝŀ ¢ƻǿ IŀƳǇǘƻƴ wƻŀŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

attend your meeting each month and collect the toys.  If foǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ȅƻǳ 

can visit www.facebook.com/SeaTowHamptonRoads for locations where drop off boxes will be available. 

In December everyone will be invited to our office for hot apple cider, donuts & pizza and we will stuff the Sea Tow 

Boat with toys that we collected. The Marines from Toys for Tots will come to the Sea Tow office and receive the 

toys. We would like to get a group shot of all clubs surrounding the Sea Tow boat stuffed with toys. This date will be 

determined when the time gets closer. 

9ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ-you again for all of your support.  

REMINDER: For each toy you donate at your monthly meeting your name goes into a drawing for prizes. 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/SeaTowHamptonRoads
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Enter your ad by phone, text or email to Preston Mangum            

757 -582 -1450 or pmangum@roseandwomble.com  

Ads are free and good for 90 days or until sold.  

 

 

165 Quart Igloo cooler in perfect condition. Garage Kept, Used once $55.00  

Preston Mangum 757 -582 -1450  

Hodgeman  

Waders Size 

101/2  

Guaranteed 

No Leaks!  

$40.00  

 

Butch Eason  

757 -681 -6019  

 

 

Still Available!!  

mailto:pmangum@roseandwomble.com
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Virginia Beach Angler's Club 

Crappie Tournament 

Lake Smith Shore or Boat 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 

 

Entry Fee: $20.00 per adult angler, $10.00 per child under 16 

Please Register Early 

Early Registration email: pmangum@roseandwomble.com or call: 757-582-1450 

(give number of anglers child or adult) 

General Registration at Lake Smith ramp on Saturday December 7th 

Location: Lake Smith & Little Creek Reservoir (See Rules) 

Lines In: 8:00 AM 

Weigh-in Time: 4:00 PM 

Prize paid on the heaviest single fish 

$150 Guaranteed 1st Place and $75.00 2nd place prizes 

Shore Anglers Only: Heaviest fish of any species wins rod/reel combo! 

 

  

mailto:pmangum@roseandwomble.com
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Virginia Beach Anglers  

Lake Smith Crappie Tournament Rules 

December 7, 2019 

Time: Lines in 8:00am - Weigh-in 4:00pm.  

Location: Lake Smith (boat and shore), Little Creek Reservoir (boat only). 

Gates open at 7:00 AM 

Entry Fees: $20.00 per Angler, $10.00 for children under 16. 

Registration: Register on day of tournament at judgeôs table in Lake Smith parking 

lot before fishing.   

Boat check before entering water.  

Norfolk lakes day permit for boats/kayaks available if desired.  

Prize paid on the heaviest single fish. 

Except for shore anglers, and angler may win only one place. 

Shore anglers may win shore & crappie tournament prize. (see below). 

Shore anglers may enter any fish caught during competition. A single prize will be 

awarded to the overall largest fish caught from shore irrespective of species. Should 

a crappie be caught by a shore angler, it may be entered in the tournament as a 

crappie catch in addition to entering for the shore prize. 

Use of all nets (except landing net) will disqualify angler. 

Early catch submission is permitted. 

All entries must be in by the 4:00 pm weigh-in time at judging table. Judging will 

take place and winners announced at conclusion of weigh-in. 

Ties will be decided by the earliest entry.  

Decision of the weigh-master is final. 
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General Interest 

Just wanted to be sure you saw this news story.  As you probably already know, this week the Atlantic States Marine 

Fisheries Commission found Virginia out of compliance for overfishing Menhaden.  This is very timely, as we ramp up 

our efforts in advance of the 2020 General Assembly.  Thank you for your ongoing support of this important 

legislation! 

 

 

Commission: Virginia let company defy fishing limits in bay 

NORFOLK, Va. (AP) τ Fishing regulators say the state of Virginia allowed a Canadian-owned company that makes 

fish-oil supplements to defy catch limits for a tiny and oily fish in the Chesapeake Bay. The Atlantic States Marine 

Fisheries Commission voted Thursday to find Virginia out of compliance with its regulations for a fish called 

menhaden. The interstate commission said Virginia let... 

Read More 

 

Another article can be found 

here:  https://www.bayjournal.com/article/action_against_virginia_pending_for_violating_menhaden_catch_limit_i

n_the_c 

https://www.bayjournal.com/article/action_against_virginia_pending_for_violating_menhaden_catch_limit_in_the

_c 

 

 

 

Regards, 

Jill 

 

Jill Eyler 

Chief of Staff 

Senator Bill DeSteph 

804.698.7608 (Richmond) 

757.321.8180 (District) 

 

https://u102619.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=kQJUpuyNneEMShqta5xVgIqB6euRkx8x7dzURh2sKyIOnxxtJcieIGFK-2BgD6mREDdOtHnB83gcodwrYuw5p6JxhC0sQAkvLY6CKo-2FjRu4dF5VODifA-2BgqOG9ot3ri14Hj4PdUeMFCiL6m3RHxi1Q9lLTrScShfAEngYnl-2Bl9Tzw-3D_dxIMiZMc-2FqjwRsrKBEw2oGMuMp1EoA17TNLVINM3telzf-2B6n-2BSugUuPRiiVddCreq9JVc7NWNDngxwpOW8eR2kHqeiZ-2B3zXTZIZQ69BcEWFJkKcjE-2BmSsHWt11LuWrOAXNzXhPIYR6TPCEPtBGeJ0qik9UYyBbAeMZ-2Fj5UFbdCFP0cwjh5sk8yahr42fI7LQY7skSbMNrQU52ExMaxdYdd7DXW3MsQQGy-2Ff83Zt6Pfg-3D
https://www.bayjournal.com/article/action_against_virginia_pending_for_violating_menhaden_catch_limit_in_the_c
https://www.bayjournal.com/article/action_against_virginia_pending_for_violating_menhaden_catch_limit_in_the_c
https://www.bayjournal.com/article/action_against_virginia_pending_for_violating_menhaden_catch_limit_in_the_c
https://www.bayjournal.com/article/action_against_virginia_pending_for_violating_menhaden_catch_limit_in_the_c
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General Interest 
 

 
Thanks to everyone who expressed support for changes to Menhaden regulation, whether 

at our recent town hall, your visit, phone call or email.  As many of you know, we have 

worked for years to pass meaningful legislation.  Sadly, these bills have been unable to 

pass committee and get to the Senate floor for a vote. 

  

This year during session, with a concerted effort and your support, we have an opportunity 

to pass legislation that will change how Menhaden is managed in the Commonwealth. 

·      Goal 1:  Put the menhaden catch under the Virginia Marine Resources 

Commission (VMRC).  Menhaden are the only fish NOT regulated by 

VMRC.  Itôs time to change that. 

·      Goal 2:  Increase the fines for exceeding the catch ratio: 

https://mrc.virginia.gov/regulations/fr1270.shtm 

·      Goal 3:  Add funds to VA Tourism budget for advertising of fishing 

tournaments 

Attached is the contact information for the Senate Agriculture, Conservation & Natural 

Resources committee.  Reaching out to each member and expressing your support of 

Menhaden Legislation should go a long way toward reaching our goals.  If your schedule 

allows, coming to Richmond during session to testify in front of the committee sends a 

powerful message as well. 

  

Please donôt hesitate to reach out should you have any questions or suggestions on how we 

move forward.  Again, many thanks for your support and interest in this important 

legislation! 

  

Warm regards, 

Bill  

 
Senator Bill DeSteph 

804.698.7608 (Richmond) 

757.321.8180 (District) 

 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=1577932832&at

tid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-

f:1648728804256286460&th=16e1761cb4a686fc&view=att

&disp=safe&realattid=f_k2bsoxmq0 

https://mrc.virginia.gov/regulations/fr1270.shtm
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=1577932832&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1648728804256286460&th=16e1761cb4a686fc&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_k2bsoxmq0
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=1577932832&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1648728804256286460&th=16e1761cb4a686fc&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_k2bsoxmq0
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=1577932832&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1648728804256286460&th=16e1761cb4a686fc&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_k2bsoxmq0
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=1577932832&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1648728804256286460&th=16e1761cb4a686fc&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_k2bsoxmq0
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For any of you interested in the NC wind energy area.  Below it the latest information from the Fisheries Liaison 
officer Rick Robbins: 
 
Jeff 
Good morning. Attached please find an updated fisheries notice for the survey operations conducted by the M/V 
Gerry Bordelon in the Kitty Hawk wind energy area (WEA) and the corridor, which runs from Sandbridge, to the 4A 
buoy, passing just below the Horseshoe, out to the WEA off of Corolla.   
 
The Bordelon will be towing survey equipment astern from November 1 through November 15. During this period, 
they will be towing equipment up to 1,000' astern, and a 1 nautical mile closest point of approach is requested. From 
November 15 through January, the vessel will be operating in the area but is not expected to be towing any 
equipment, and a reduced, .5 nm closest point of approach is requested. I expect to have daily phone 
communications with the bridge of the survey vessel and will let you know if there are any significant changes in the 
vessel's survey operations. 
 
I anticipate that most of the work in the corridor will be completed on the front end of this survey cruise, which would 
help avoid any commercial gear conflicts. I will keep you closely updated accordingly. 
 
Please share this notice with any captains that will be transiting the area between now and the end of January. If you 
or any of the fishermen on your committee have any questions, I would be glad to discuss them on the phone or in 
person--just let me know. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Rick Robins 
757.876.3778 
rick@fathomedgelimited 

 

General Interest 

Our October meeting speaker was Mike Rexroad, the Environmental Health Manager at the 

Virginia Beach Health Department. He spoke on the ever-present danger of fish handlerôs 

disease which has been exacerbated by increasing water temperatures in this area. 

Thanks Mike!  
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Hats & T-Shirts 

New Shirts  

Available! 
Short Sleeve Tôs $15.00 

Performance Long Sleeve, 

UPF 50, Color: Sea Grass 

$25.00 

         ¢Ωǎ $15.00 

 

Performance Long Sleeve - $25.00 
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If You Would Like to Help on a Committee, 

Please Speak to the Chair. Help is Appreciated! 

2018 Virginia Beach Anglers Club Committees: 
 

Boat Show:  Chair ɀ Russell Willoughby  

Calendar:  Chair ɀ Butch Eason 

  Co. Chair ɀ Ronnie Nixon  

Crab Creek Clean-Up:  Chair ɀ Ronnie Nixon  

Great Bridge Flea Market:  Chair ɀ Preston Mangum  

VBAC Flea Market:  Chair ɀ Bob Burstein  

Banquet/Oyster Roast:  Chair ɀ Jerry Mariano  

Seton Youth:  Chair ɀ Dave Anderson 

Raffles:  Chair ɀ Preston Mangum  

Audit Committee:  Chair ɀ Mike Anderson  

   

Surf Tournaments:  Chair ɀ John Germanos 

Club Tournaments:  Chair ɀ George Gabriel 

  Co. Chair ɀ Bob Burstein  

                 Pier Tournaments:  
Chair ɀ Gary Doerhoff  

Co. Chair ɀ Bryan Watson  

                  Prize Fish:  Chair ɀ Kelly Hoggard  

Nomination Committee:  Chair ɀ Butch Eason 

  
 Co. Chair Kelly Hoggard 

 Co. Chair Beth Synoweic 

Conservation and Regulations:   Chair ɀ Butch Eason 

   Co. Chair ɀ Kelly Hoggard  

T-Shirt Committee:   Chair ɀ Patty Searby 
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Saltwater Fishing News  
 

 

Largest Saltwater Fish Caught in 2019  
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Saltwater Fishing News 

 

 

Speckled Trout fishing in Little Creek with Louis Glaser in October 

October is usually a great month to fish speckled trout each year but this year has 

been exceptional.  The specks have been consistently available at the jetties and 

when the wind doesnôt allow you to go there to fish we have found them in the 

Pretty Lake usually in shallow water.  This month I fished with Louis in the Little 

Creek eight times and most of those days we had our limit of ten in a matter of a 

couple of hours. Last week I actually fished with him four days sometimes with a 

third person like Taz or Gerry Gaines or Thomas then we would usually catch three 

limits and throw back another dozen or  more.  Most were 18-22ò.  One day, 

10/22/19 was particularly exceptional because we also caught over a dozen puppy 

drum also and of these one was 18ò and one was 19ò, the first keeper size puppies 

that we had caught all year.  That day I also released three club minimums, 20, 21 

and 22 inch trout and kept three that weighed at Oceanôs East over 3 pounds for club 

minimums.  At this point I am only keeping fish if I have someone specific to give 

them to and am trying to get a state citation release.  All fish have been caught on 

MirrOlures, 17ôs, 27ôs and 52ôs of almost every color I have depending on the 

sunlight and current. The puppies liked rubber baits on jigs and were caught close to 

the jetties.  Finding the fish was the challenge each day depending on the wind. 

Blessings, 

Ike 
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Saltwater Fishing News Continued 
  

 

Spot Fishing and Catching 9-29 

 

Had some leftover blood worms and called Robert to see if he wanted to go fishing. He 
had the itch, so I set a time and met him at the boat. We went over by the tennis courts 
and set up near low tide on one of the ledges. The fishing was slow. Lots of pinfish, 
pigfish, and croakers mixed in. When the current started to roar in, we moved to an eddy 
and found much better spot fishing. Even managed two at a time on a pair of 9ò fish. We 
had a great hour or so of catching and went back to the dock. Good eats are in the future 
for dinner. After cleaning up, I played around with the cast net and caught a bunch of small 
menhaden, a few on each cast. Also got a puppy drum on one throw in shallow water and 
18 shrimp in a single cast later on. Luckily I had my tagging gear ready and got a tag in 
that puppy. Iôm pretty sure that the speckled trout and puppies are targeting shrimp and it 
may be worth catching some and using them as bait. I have never rigged a live shrimp but 
I hear the Carolina guys love to do it in the back creeks and for targeting some species in 
the surf. Iôm sure there are plenty of videos that may suggest how to rig them. Best of luck 
to those who go fishing in the near future.  
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Saltwater Fishing News Continued 
  

 

Let the Herding begin..Oct 13 Sheep Herders report By Beth Synowiec  

 

We arrived at the CBBT late morning to the pilings. It took a couple stops and a couple 

islands but we found them & when we did it was better then the go fish tank at the carnival 

and we both felt like kids again. This is exactly what we needed to regenerate . Bite was on 

fiddlers and on the softer side but practically every time you dropped your line there was 

another contender on there.  

E and I easily managed 3 person limit with just the two of us so after we boxed our 8 we had 

to start throwing back a lot . (good problem to have). We left them biting when it started 

raining and headed back . Oh and just a side note to the biggin that bent the hook and 

practically broke my rod tip...  , ñ I will be back ñ .. ha   

 

 

Our intrepid angler Jerry Hughes went fishing October 30 and caught 12 puppy drum in 

Lynnhaven along with 10 speckled trout. Good fishing Jerry! 
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Saltwater Fishing News Continued 
 
 Submitted by Bob Stuhlman 10-29-19 

 

Lynnhaven speck fishing high lights.  Caught numerous smaller fish, but this was Jerry 

Mariano's best.  Two 20 inch fish made it to the box. 
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https://www.fishtalkmag.com/read-fishtalk-online  

Saltwater Fishing News Continued 

  
Exciting Fishing Opportunities in waters of Virginia 
 

Please click the link below to get information all fishing in Virginia 

 

                                 https://www.dgif.virginia.gov/fishing/ 

 

GEAR  |  HOW TO  |  WHERE TO  |  TACTICAL ANGLER  |  FISHBOAT REVIEWS  |  FISHING REPORTS 
 

Thank you, anglers, for picking up FishTalk!  
We hope youôll enjoy reading it as much as we enjoyed making it, and more importantly, that it helps you 

catch more, bigger fish.  We love to hear from you. Please send your fishing pics and reports anytime 

to lenny@fishtalkmag.com 

https://www.fishtalkmag.com/read -fishtalk -online ~ Lenny Rudow,  Angler in Chief 
 

Read the Latest Issue Online 

 

 

See What's New in the 2019 Fishing Regulations 

Click the link below. 

https://www.dgif.virginia.gov/?utm_source=mailchimp&

utm_medium=email&utm_content=header 

https://www.fishtalkmag.com/read-fishtalk-online
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/fishing-reports
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/fishing-reports
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/fishing-reports
https://www.dgif.virginia.gov/fishing/
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/fishing-reports
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/fishing-reports
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/fishing-reports
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/read-fishtalk-online
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/fishing-reports
https://fishtalkmag.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e28d7574092ce73c9eb1d723&id=ee59dd5234&e=faf1e0e82d
https://fishtalkmag.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e28d7574092ce73c9eb1d723&id=712c3db050&e=faf1e0e82d
https://fishtalkmag.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e28d7574092ce73c9eb1d723&id=91fbc13e8c&e=faf1e0e82d
https://fishtalkmag.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e28d7574092ce73c9eb1d723&id=d3e22c17b1&e=faf1e0e82d
https://fishtalkmag.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e28d7574092ce73c9eb1d723&id=24c2770028&e=faf1e0e82d
https://fishtalkmag.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e28d7574092ce73c9eb1d723&id=3a9a703b22&e=faf1e0e82d
mailto:lenny@fishtalkmag.com?subject=FishTalk%20Magazine
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/read-fishtalk-online
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/read-fishtalk-online
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/fishing-reports
https://www.dgif.virginia.gov/?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=email&utm_content=header
https://www.dgif.virginia.gov/?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=email&utm_content=header
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Chefôs Corner:  Pan-Fried Spot ï The Ultimate Panfish! 

NOVEMBER 2019 
 

As Panfish go, Spot tops the list of fine table fare, and Saltwater Anglers across 

Virginia and the Carolinas cherish this smaller cousin of the revered Red Drum! 
 

 

Life was simple when I was 12.  Summer meant playing baseball all day, couples-only skates with the girls at the Plaza 

Roller Rink, and pier fishing for Spot at 14th Street in Virginia Beach - one of the few things my Dad and I did together on 

occasion. 

So, every once in a while, I take a trip down memory lane, hit the pier, and seek-out these tasty little relics of good times 

past. 

/ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ {Ǉƻǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛǎƘ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ŦƛǎƘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŘǊŀƎ-

busting runs, but there lies in it a certain mystique of generations past and a promise to generations ahead. 

aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΦ Lǘ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀny 

remarkable knowledge, equipment, or skill. Just an old spinning reel, a simple bottom rig, and a can-o-worms. 

Catching big Drum is great.  The thump of Spanish and Blues hitting metal turns the adrenaline up. The drag-smoking run 

of a big Marlin ς terrific.  

.ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƳŀƴΣ LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƴƻǎǘŀƭƎƛŎ Řŀȅ ƻŦ {Ǉƻǘ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ŜƭǎŜΧ 

I hope you enjoy this simple, yet essential, Southern recipe.  

 

  

  

My Dad enjoying a plate of fresh fried Spot and a Greek Salad. OBX-style Spot Fry Mess for Lunch! 
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9ȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ Ŧŀƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦ ά¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ .ŜƭƭƛŜǎΣέ {Ǉƻǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀverage  only 7-10 inches, but catching them always 

seems so rewarding ς perhaps because it has the power to take us back in time, but also because it is excellent table 

fare! 

I have filleted Spot in the past, but I must say, frying them whole is hands-down the best way I know to eat these 

delicious little critters! 

INGREDIENTS: 

Half a dozen fresh whole Spot, cleaned and scaled 

Seafood Breading Mix ς options include House Autry Medium-hot or Seafood blend; hushpuppy mix; corn meal; plain 

flour; or any mix or blend you prefer! 

Seasoning to taste ς salt & pepper is the simplest, but Old Bay or any Cajun shake will work great too! 

Peanut oil for frying ς enough to fully cover the fish while frying 

Your choice of condiments ς typically fresh halved lemon or malt vinegar 

Classic sides include hand-cut fried potatoes and a hearty Greek salad! 

DIRECTIONS: 

Roll whole fish in breading mix to evenly coat ς I like to pat some breading inside the rib cavity as well! 

Heat oil to 375 degrees F 

Shake excess flour off each Spot and place in hot oil 

Fry for about 5 minutes on each side if using a skillet or cook ten minutes in a deep fat fryer 

Remove from fryer when brown and crisped and serve with your choice of sides and condiments! 

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘese delicacies once cooked. 

hǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ /ǊƛǎǇƛŜǎέ ŦƛǊǎǘΗ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǎǇŜŘ ǘŀƛƭΣ ǇŜŎǘƻǊŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŦƛƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛŎƛous 

and loaded with calcium. We just remove them and much away ς ƪƛƴŘŀΩ ƭƛƪŜ ǘŀǘŜǊ ŎƘƛǇǎΗ 

Next, I like to carefully pinch and remove the full length of the dorsal fin, which also removes all of the dorsal pin bones. 

After that, I pull the ventral fin complex in a similar manner to remove all ventral bones. 

Then, I use a butter knife to gently remove the meat from the bone on the top side. 

  
Cleaned and Scaled ς Ready for the Flour! Typical Pan-sized NC Spot ς Perfect for the Skillet! 
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That will leave the main skeletal bone exposed, and I simply lift up on that whole skeleton from the tail end to leave the 

remainder of the meat deboned on the plate. 

Squeeze a little lemon juice on the meat and enjoy! 

LǘΩǎ still wise look for any pin bones were missed, but with Spot, I tend to chew most of them up since they are so soft 

and small. I then pick over the ribs, head, and shoulders to nibble away and remaining meat ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǎǘŜΗ 

 

   
Just Ǌƻƭƭ ŜƳΩ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŜŘ ŦƭƻǳǊΗ Fry to a Crispy Brown! bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƭƭ ŀ Iƻǘ aŜǎǎΗ 

 

   
A Modest Serving Size ς I like 6 or 8 Classic plate of Old Bay Spot! Perfectly Crisped Twins! 

 

 

  

  
No Better Accompaniment than Hand-cut Fries! A nice Greek Salad is another great Side for a Fried Spot! 
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As shown above, the process is very simple, so anyone can now embrace cooking whole fish to preserve all that great 

flavor and optimize the use of every inch and ounce edible meat ς ŀ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ /ƘŜŦΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ǊŜŎƛǇŜǎΗ 

 

Contributed by:  VBAC Angler John GermanosΣ ŀƪŀ ά¢ƘŜ LƴǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ /ƘŜŦΦέ 

  

  

Nice Mess of Spot taken off the Ocean View Pier. Vacuum-seal and Quick-freeze for later use! 
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Surf Fishing News 
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73trd LBIFC World Series of Surf Fishing Tournament Results 

±.!/Ωǎ ¢ŜŀƳ н ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜǘŀƛƴǎ ƛƴǘǊŀŎƭǳō άōǊŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀ Ǌƻǿ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

the 2019 Long Beach Island Fishing Club (LBIFC) World Series of Surf Fishing! 
Special Thanks go out to the Long Beach Island Fishing Club (LBIFC)  Committee and 

all 2019 LBIFC Volunteers for their hospitality and for hosting another great 

ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΩǎ [ƻƴƎ .ŜŀŎƘ LǎƭŀƴŘΗ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ ну {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

tournament field included 56 of the most competitive teams on the East Coast. 

VBAC entered two teams consisting of six anglers each. 

Team 2 recorded 12-fish and 148.50 points, which kept them on the left side of the 

leaderboard and earned a 24th-place overall finish, a slip from their 6th and 8th place 

showings in 2017 and 2018, respectively. 

Team 1 recorded 13 fish and 144 points for a 26th place finish just 4.5 points behind 

Team 2. 

John Germanos was once again the top VBAC scorer with 6 fish for 69.75 points. 

Robbie Parks recorded the largest fish with a 17.75-inch bluefish. 

In addition, VBAC entered two anglers in the individual event. 

Kelly Hoggard finished 2nd in the field of 31 individual anglers by recording an 

impressive 142.50 points, and Patty Searby finished 22nd with a 12-point total which outscored 9 local LBI anglers! 

Success required hard work, perseverance, and a capability to reach the fish beyond 

the sandbar when little or no fishable water existed on the shoal. 

±.!/Ωǎ ǘǿƻ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƻǊŜǊǎΣ WƻƘƴ DŜǊƳŀƴƻǎ ό¢ŜŀƳ ŜǾŜƴǘύ ŀƴŘ YŜƭƭȅ IƻƎƎŀǊŘ 

(Individual event), attributed much of their combined success to arriving two days 

ahead of the tournament to pre-fish the LBI beaches; catch fresh bait; visit local 

tackle shops; and generally conduct the research required to compete with local 

anglers on their home turf. 

Thanks to all 14 VBAC anglers for representing the Club with another respectable 

performance, and good luck in 2020 as VBAC seeks to return to the Top 10 in the 

Team Event! 

TEAM 1 RESULTS: 

Doug Wehner captained Team 1, which included the following anglers: 

¶ Doug Wehner (CPT) 

¶ Robbie Parks 

¶ Jerry Hughes 

¶ Bob Stuhlman 

¶ Greg Wehner 

¶ Jay Graber 

Session one opened with Captain Doug Wehner beaching a 10-inch bluefish that fell 

1-inch short of the 11-ƛƴŎƘ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŎƻǊŜ όƛΦŜΦ ŀ άǎƘƻǊǘέύΦ Wŀȅ DǊŀōŜǊ 

and Jerry Hughes each landed a 14.5-inch bluefish to get Team 1 on the board. 

{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ǘǿƻ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘ ƘƻǇŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜŦƛǎƘ 

taken ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇƻǘΗ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƛŘŜΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀƳ мΩǎ мм ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ŦƛǎƘ ǿŜǊŜ 

beached late in the session when they were able to  

 
John with two nice LBI Blues! 

 
.ƛƭƭ CǊǳƴȊƛΩǎ 19έ .ƭǳŜŦƛǎƘ caught 

while pre-fishing the event! 
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wade to the bar. Doug, Greg, and Jay each landed a shark for a point apiece.  Greg, Jerry, and Robbie landed multiple 

ǎŎƻǊŀōƭŜ .ƭǳŜŦƛǎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ wƻōōƛŜΩǎ /ƭǳō ōŜǎǘ мтΦтр-incher! 

While Team 2 edged Team 1 on points (148.5 vs 144), Team 1's Sharkers managed to beach one more scoring fish (13 vs 

12)! 

Team 1 Scoring Summary: 

Five Team 1 ŀƴƎƭŜǊǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǎŎƻǊŀōƭŜ ŦƛǎƘΦ wƻōōƛŜ tŀǊƪǎ ǿŀǎ ¢ŜŀƳ мΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ-scorer with a 4-fish, 55.25-point 

performance! Great Work Robbie! 

¢ƘŜ ǎǉǳŀŘΩǎ мпп-point total put Team 1 in 26th-Place on the leaderboard. 

Here are the Team 1 scoring results by session. 

Session 1 Results (0700-1930): 

¶ Jerry Hughes  1 fish for 14.5 points 

¶  Jay Graber  1 fish for 14.5 points 

 Session 2 Results (1000-1230): 

¶ Robbie Parks  4 fish for 55.25 points 

¶ Jerry Hughes  2 fish for 30.75 points 

¶ Greg Wehner  3 fish for 27 points 

¶ Doug Wehner  1 fish for 1 point 

¶ Jay Graber  1 fish for 1 point 

Top 3 Overall Team 1 Scorers: 

¶ Robbie Parks:  4 fish and 55.25 points 

¶ Jerry Hughes:  3 fish and 45.25 points 

¶ Greg Wehner:  3 fish and 27.00 points 
 

These three folks have ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ōƛŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ 

Congratulations and Well Done! 

 

 

 
DǊŜƎ ά¢ƘŜ {ƘŀǊƪŜǊέ ²ŜƘƴŜǊΗ 

 
¢ŜŀƳ мΩǎ wƻōōƛŜ tŀǊƪǎ ōŀƛǘƛƴƎ-up for an 0700 start! 
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TEAM 2 RESULTS: 

George Gabriel served as Captain for Team 2, which included the following Anglers: 

Team 2 got off to a rough start as Captain George Gabriel buried his Suburban in the sand before the session opened ς in 

ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ȊƻƴŜΗ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ά¢ŜŀƳ-.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎΣ ŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳƳŀǘŜǎ ŘǳƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ vehicle 

was safely buried again within our assigned fishing zone!  What a start! 

Team 2 drew Position 35 for the first session and quickly realized they were in for a tough morning as a large shoal 

encompassed the entire fishing area, leaving virtually no fishable water once the slough was cut off just 30 minutes into 

the session. 

John Germanos bombed a long cast during that first 30 minutes of marginally fishable water that produced the first and 

only scorable fish. While everyone fished hard, there was literally no water to fish! In fact, upon reviewing the leader 

board, Team 2 recorded the only fish in Position 35 all day as all other anglers were shutout in that zone!  

Luck of the draw! 

With only 30 minutes between sessions, Team 2 had to pack up their gear; dig and push the Suburban to the next 

ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ мл ōƭƻŎƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΤ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǇŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ нрΦ DƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ 5ŀǾŜ ά¢ƘŜ aǳǎŎƭŜέ 

Anderson! 

Needless to say, Team 2 got off to a late start and struggled to get into a rhythm.  Once again, shoaling was an issue as 

2/3 of the area became unfishable during the second half of the session (we missed the prime part of the session!), so 

we packed as many anglers as we could into the 20-yd fishable area with modest success. We were shoulder-to-

shoulder, but great teamwork kept lines in the water; 4 anglers scored fish; and crossed lines were never an issue!  Well 

done to all! 

 
¢ŜŀƳ нΩǎ WƻƘƴ DŜǊƳŀƴƻǎ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [.L ǎǳǊŦ ǘƻ tǊŜ-fish the Sunrise on Friday Morning with Bill Frunzi! 

¶ DŜƻǊƎŜ άLΩƳ {ǘǳŎƪέ DŀōǊƛŜƭ ό/t¢ύ 

¶ WƻƘƴ άtƻƛƴǘ aŀƴέ DŜǊƳŀƴƻǎ 

¶ WŜǊǊȅ ά{Ǉŀƴƪȅέ aŀǊƛŀƴƻ 

¶ .ƛƭƭ άbƻǘ tŀǘέ {ŜŀǊōȅ 

¶ .ƛƭƭ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭέ CǊǳƴȊƛ 

¶ David άaǳǎŎƭŜέ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 
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WƻƘƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŀŎƘ о άǎƘƻǊǘǎέ ŀƴŘ р ǎŎƻǊŀōƭŜ ŦƛǎƘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ мн-inch Bluefish at the buzzer! George, Jerry, and Bill 

Searby also managed to beach scorable fish against tough odds to salvage a respectable Team score before ending the 

day with one last dig-n-ǇǳǎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳǊƛŜŘ /ƘŜǾȅ {ǳōǳǊōŀƴΗ wǳƳƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ ά¢ƘŜ aǳǎŎƭŜέ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

Suburban out on his shoulders after the last session! 

Time to get a new truck George ς preferably, a Ford! 

 

Team 2 Scoring Summary: 

CƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ ¢ŜŀƳ н ŀƴƎƭŜǊǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǎŎƻǊŀōƭŜ ŦƛǎƘΦ WƻƘƴ DŜǊƳŀƴƻǎ ǿŀǎ ¢ŜŀƳ нΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ-scorer with a Club high 6-fish, 

69.75-point performance! 

The ǎǉǳŀŘΩǎ мн-fish, 148.50-point total put Team 2 in 24th Place on the leaderboard and 4.5 points ahead of Team 1 to 

retain intraclub bragging rights for the third year in a row! 

Here are the Team 2 scoring results by session. 

Session 1 Results (0700-0930): 

¶ John Germanos  1 fish for 11.50 points  

Session 2 Results (1000-1230): 

¶ John Germanos  5 fish for 58.25 points 

¶ George Gabriel  2 fish for 27.75 points 

¶ Jerry Mariano  2 fish for 26.50 points 

¶ Bill Searby  2 fish for 24.50 points 

John Germanos was the high scorer for both sessions.  Overall, 12 scorable fish 

were landed, and the Team scored points in both sessions. Congratulations to 

John on being the Club High Scorer for the second consecutive Team 

Tournament (John was also high scorer in Ocracoke in May)! 

Top 3 Overall Team 2 Scorers: 

¶ John Germanos:  6 fish and 69.75 points 

¶ George Gabriel:  2 fish and 27.75 points 

¶ Jerry Mariano:  2 fish and 26.50 points 

These three folks have earned an automatic bid to return for neȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ 

 

Congratulations and Well Done! 

 

VBAC Anglers Caught in the Act of Having Fun! 

From the peaceful drive across the eastern Shore to the Cape May Ferry ride and beyond, fishing the LBI event continues 

to offer a unique fishing experience for all participating anglers! 

Here are some more pictures of the VBAC crew before, during, and after the tournament! 

 

  

 
WƻƘƴΩǎ ол-inch Atlantic Sharpnose. 
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Team нΩǎ .ƛƭƭ CǊǳƴȊƛ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ WƻƘƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [.L {ǳǊŦ ǘƻ ǇǊŜ-fish the event and gain valuable hands-on insights! 

 

  

   
Bill enjoying a ride on the Cape May Ferry! Doink  before breakfast! 5ƻǳƎ άǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎέ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
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View of the Pre-Řŀǿƴ {ǳǊŦ ƛƴ {ƘƛǇǎ .ƻǘǘƻƳ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ άaƻŎƪ-{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴέ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎΗ 

 
YŜƭƭȅΩǎ {ƻƭƛŘ нnd Place Finish as Reflected on the Leader Board (2nd from the top right) ς NOTE the Zeros at PM Position 35! 
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Patty Searby In Action During the Individual Competition ς Nice Technique on that Cast! 

 

Be sure to register for the 2020 LBI Lottery drawing, and Good Luck to all Returning Anglers! 

Contributed by:  VBAC Angler John Germanos, VBAC Surf Committee Chairman 

 

  

   
Kelly with three of the fish caught during the individual event from left-to-right:  Bluefish, Flounder, and Kingfish 
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Surf Fishing News 

 
VB Surf Fishing Recap October 2019 

 

Itôs been a pretty rough few weeks along the shores of Virginia Beach. There havenôt been a 
lot of fishable days in the surf this month. I managed to get out a couple of times when the 
waves would finally subside. Though I often fished with a strong N or NW wind at my back. 
The beach has been eroded in places so that holes have been filled and bars have been 
evened out. You have to approach the surf at low tide to see the small zones that have 
opened and allow fish to swim into the slough at high tide.  
 

The variety of small fish this late in the year has been exceptional. Iôve caught bluefish and 
roundhead so small with the cast net, Iôd have never caught one with a hook. With the storms 
and cooler weather, the sand fleas have been struggling to find their place in the surf. Itôs 
pushed them deeper into the sand and surf. Iôve been forced to use a lot more fishbites and 
cut fish. Kelly Hoggard 11-2 

 

The most notable catch of the last two weeks has been a 15.5ò roundhead that weighed in 
just short of the 1 lb 8 oz required for a citation. It is by far the largest Iôve caught in Virginia, 
but the only roundhead Iôve caught on hook and line in the month of October.  
 

Most surprising has been the concentration of speckled trout. Iôve been tagging and releasing 
all of them. Most of the bluefish are so small, I havenôt been able to hook them. Often they 
bite off chunks of your full bait and make it difficult to target the larger fish.  
 

Iôll be fishing on Sunday 11/3. Iôm hoping to get in on some of the larger fish migrations as 
they move down during the cold snap this month. Will be fishing Cape Hatteras this week in 
the tournament and hoping to get good intel Sunday and Wednesday.  
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Surf Fishing News 
Recap of the 2019 individual tournament at LBI 
 
With two full teams representing VBAC, room was not available for all the club anglers that wanted to fish. Patty 
Searby and Kelly Hoggard made the trip with the team to fish as individuals. Fishing the tournament was similar to 
regular, except the fishing is based on your own performance.  
 
Patty and myself registered as walk-on anglers and were given the site numbers 73 early morning session and 75 late 
morning session. We lugged our gear over the dunes and set up in the left half of the section at about 6:30 am. There 
was a strong wind straight down the beach from the south. It was a little stronger than forecasted but was fishable, 
and didnôt cause any issues with grass or currents. The session started at 7:00 am and in less than a couple minutes, 
I had a fish on. The only issue was that I was the 5th to beach a fish already. I knew it was going to take some good 
fishing to stay in competition. One thing that wasnôt very noticeable was the fact that after that quick run, fishing 
slowed for most anglers. This was due to the fact that fishing was significantly better past the bar. Anglers were quick 
to catch fish in the slough but only so many were running close to shore. The angler between me and the boundary 
was clearly going to be competitive. He had a really high quality mullet rig in a color Iôve never owned, and it was 
working. He had a bright red and silver wood/hard plastic (old style) mullet rig with hair teaser. We traded fish for the 
first hour. But I quickly realized that the 15 finger mullet I had wasnôt going to last. After the first hour, I only had 3 left 
and needed to start fishing with cut bait. I initially tried metal but didnôt get a bite on the colors I tried.  
 
Patty in the meantime, started slow. Without getting over the bar, fishing was consistent but slow. She got a couple of 
bites in the first hour but only landed one fish. She and I both tried for the roundhead that were certainly to be 
swimming in the slough, but neither of us had a bite there on bloodworms and sand fleas.  
 
I caught regularly, but went on a spree when I had 4 fish to measure at one time. Though fishing was good, the 
bluefish were attacking the rigs so hard that they were either missing the hook or bending the wire and getting off 
during the pull to shore. My catch ratio was really low. Probably in the 20-25% range and it made for a frustrating day 
of fishing. The fireball rigs produced bites but most fish were either too small to score or the endless supply of calico 
crabs would get the baits first. I spent the second half of the first session without using a mullet or mullet rig. At the 
end of the first session, I had 6 fish scored and Patty had 1. The gentleman to my left was ahead with 8 fish.  
 
During session changes, we had to walk about 250 yards with our gear to the next area. Breaking it all down, moving, 
and setting back up took a lot of time. By the time I had reconnected all my rigs, it was time to fish. I had 3 mullet left 
and decided to use them. Fishing here was tougher. The water had receded closer towards low tide.  since the water 
was so deep right in front and the bar so shallow, it was tough to reach the fish. I was the only one if the 3 sections of 
fisherman able to make it to the fish. I managed an occasional bite, and scored 4 fish on 3 finger mullet. The extra bite 
came on a finger mullet I pulled from half way out the stomach of one of the bluefish that wasnôt mangled. I wasnôt 
able to catch up to the guy I was fishing next to. He only scored 4 fish in the second session. I would have had the 
chance with more bait. I threw 4 colors and shapes of metal for almost 2 hours out of the 5 hour fishing period without 
a single bite. Patty meanwhile struggled. The water in the slough was cut off on both sides so no fish were in it and 
was too deep to traverse to get to the bar and fish. My ability to throw a fireball rig out past the bar worked well to 
provide bites but all the fish retrieved on it were short of the 11ò minimum.  
 
At the end of the tournament, I finished in 2nd place out of 31 individual anglers with 142.75 total scoring inches. Patty 
scored one fish but still finished middle of the pack as many individuals only scored one or zero fish. I had a great time 
and was very exited to score so well compared to the competition. Of the over 300 anglers, very few caught or scored 
more fish than I did. Itôs a proud accomplishment that I am happy to have achieved. Though my points would have 
been a benefit to one of club teams, it wouldnôt have been enough to secure a top tier finish. I will always prefer to fish 
for the club sponsored teams, but will definitely consider an individual entry again if presented the opportunity.  
 
Better luck to all the teams that fish this fall in the remaining tournaments. I will be down in Hatteras for CHAC and Iôm 
looking forward to fishing that for the first time this year.  
 
 

Kelly Hoggard  
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Surf Fishing News 
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68th Annual Nags Head Surf Fishing Club Tournament Results 

VBAC Teams braved the elements to diligently place in the Top Half of the 2019 Nags Head Surf 

Fishing Club (NHSFC) Invitational Tournament! 
Special Thanks go out to the Nags Head Surf Fishing Club 

(NHSFC) Tournament Committee and all 2019 NHSFC 

Volunteers for their hospitality and for hosting another great 

tournament on the turbulent Nags Head beaches! 

This year was particularly challenging as over a week of stiff 

ƴƻǊΩŜŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ōŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ 

almost impassable conditions around the high tides. 

The tournament committee placed angler safety first and 

masterfully managed to adjust session times, durations, and 

structure to maximize fishing time while balancing safety 

and beach preservation. 

Again, our sincere appreciation for a job WELL DONE under 

very, very tough conditions! 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ Ƙeld 10-11 October 2019.  The 

tournament field included 80 of the most competitive teams on the East Coast. 

VBAC entered two teams consisting of six anglers each. 

Only four points separated the two teams at the end of the tournament, and both fished hard over the course of the 

event. 

Team 1 recorded two fish and four points, which kept them on the left side of the leaderboard with a 34th-place overall 

finish out of 80 teams. 

Team 2 finished the tournament with zero scorable fish and zero points, 

just four points behind Team 1.  While Team 2 caught several fish, none 

met the minimum sizes required to score. 

Butch Eason was the top VBAC scorer with 1 fish for 3 points. 

Butch also recorded the largest fish with his 13.5-inch bluefish. 

High winds and rough surf required hard work, perseverance, and a 

capability to fish heavy weights and rigs. 

Sessions were delayed and shortened on Day 1 to allow beach 

ingress/egress around the extreme high tides. Session 1 ran from 10:00 am 

to 12:00 pm, and Session 2 ran from 1:30 to 4:00 pm. These adjustments 

were spot-on, and while the conditions were tough, participant safety was 

never in question! 

While the weather improved and winds subsided somewhat, Day 2 tides 

ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƴƻǊΩŜŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ Ƴƻƻƴ ǘƛƳƛƴƎΦ !ǎ ŀ 

result, the tournament committee made a very good call by going with a 

single session that spanned the safest surf conditions. This assured safe 

beach ingress/egress while maximizing the practical fishing time equitably for the entire field. The session ran from 

11:30 am to 2:30 pm as the 

 
Team 1 Flying the Club Colors on Day 2! 

Left to right: John Gabriel, Robbie Parks, Butch Eason, & 
Doug Wehner. 

 
Day 2 on the Nags Head beach ς surf 

stayed rough, but lower wind and some sun 
made for a much more fishable day! 
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waterline steadily challenged the ability to safely get vehicles on/off the beach! 

Again, excellent decision making in the heat of the event kept things going as 

smoothly as could be expected. 

Thanks to all 11 VBAC anglers for representing the Club with another respectable 

performance, and good luck in 2020 as VBAC seeks to move up the leaderboard! 

 

TEAM 1 RESULTS: 

Robbie Parks captained Team 1, which included the following anglers: 

¶ Robbie Parks (CPT) 

¶ John Gabriel 

¶ Butch Eason 

¶ Stan Sutliff 

¶ Doug Wehner 

¶ Vic Muron* 

* Vic pulled out of the competition on Wednesday night due to an ailing hip. 

Session one saw Robbie Parks land an 11.5-inch bluefish to get Team 1 on the 

board. That would be the lone fish scored as bites were few, and the water rough. 

Session two began with high hopes as the Team arrived early and prepared to give 

it all they had. Unfortunately, the fish have a say in the matter! It seemed the fish 

headed to deeper waters to avoid the turbulence just out of casting range! 

On Day 2, the final session showed promise as weather conditions improved, and Butch Eason was able to land his Club 

best 13.5-inch Bluefish. The bite improved, but the catching was at a standstill. 

Although Team 1 narrowly edged Team 2 on points (4 vs 0), /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ /ŀǊƭΩǎ Team 2 Angels managed to beach several 

non-scoring fish! 

Team 1 Scoring Summary: 

Two Team 1 anglers recorded scorable fish. Butch Eason ǿŀǎ ¢ŜŀƳ мΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ-scorer with a 1-fish, 3-point performance. 

¢ƘŜ ǎǉǳŀŘΩǎ п-point total put Team 1 in 34th Place on the leaderboard out of 80. 

Here are the Team 1 scoring results by session. 

Session 1 Results (1000-1200): 

¶ Robbie Parks  1 fish for 1 point 
 

Session 2 Results (1330-1600): 

¶ No fish scorable were recorded. 
 

Session 3 Results (1130-1430): 

¶ Butch Eason  1 fish for 3 points 
 

Top 3 Overall Team 1 Scorers* : 

¶ Butch Eason:  1 fish and 3 points 

¶ Robbie Parks:  1 fish and 1 point 

 

* Since only two anglers scored, the third position will be filled during the lottery 

drawing in 2020. 

.ǳǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ wƻōōƛŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ōƛŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ 

Congratulations and Well Done! 

 
Team 1 Rods a Plenty!! 

 
wƻōōƛŜ ŎƘƛƭƭƛƴΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀƳ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜΗ 
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TEAM 2 RESULTS: 

Carl McCoy served as Captain for Team 2, which included the following Anglers: 

5ŀȅ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǳƎƘ Ǝƻ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜΩǎ т-inch Spot proved there were fish in the water, it fell short of 

the minimum length required to score. All anglers fished hard and battled wind and waves, but no points were recorded. 

Day 2 promised to offer more favorable conditions as the wind subsided to a manageable level, and the sun came out to 

warm the weary anglers. Unfortunately, the tides were more severe, and the two planned sessions were combined into 

a single session around the low tide. 

/ŀǊƭΩǎ !ƴƎŜƭǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŀǎ ŘƛŘ aŀǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ stay just out of reach in the calmer 

waters 200-300 yards offshore! 

 

Session 1 Results (1000-1200): 

¶ No scorable fish were recorded 

Session 2 Results (1330-1600): 

¶ No scorable fish were recorded. 

Session 3 Results (1130-1430): 

¶ No scorable fish were recorded 

Top 3 Overall Team 1 Scorers* : 

¶ No returners based on score 

 

* Since no anglers scored, returning positions will be filled in accordance with 

the VBAC Functions and Activities (F&A) Manual guidelines. 

 

Team 2 Scoring Summary: 

bƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ ¢ŜŀƳ н ŀƴƎƭŜǊǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǎŎƻǊŀōƭŜ ŦƛǎƘΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ άǎƘƻǊǘǎέ 

were beached, and all anglers fished hard for the duration of each 

session.  

Overall, 34 of the 80 Teams failed to record a single point ς it really was 

that tough out there! 

!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ¢ŜŀƳ нΩǎ ȊŜǊƻ fish for zero points put them in a 34-team tie 

for 47th place out of 80, still a mere 4 points behind Team 1! 

 

Congratulations on surviving the tournament and representing the Club 

with your collective Positive Energy! 

 

VBAC Anglers Caught in the Act of Having Fun! 

Here are some more pictures taken by VBAC anglers before, during, and after the tournament! With the austere 

conditions, it was hard to get a lot of pictures, but Liz Nash and Robbie Parks were able to manage a few good shots to 

capture the essence of the tournament! 

 

¶ /ŀǊƭ ά¢ƘŜ wŜŜƭέ aŎ/ƻȅ ό/t¢) 

¶ aŀǊƪ άhaD IŜƭǇ aŜέ ²Ǌŀȅ 

¶ ά{ǿŜŜǘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜέ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ 

¶   [ƛȊ ά¢ƘŜ .ƛȊέ bŀǎƘ 

¶ aŜƭ άtC5έ .ŀȅŦƻǊŘ 

¶ aƛŎƪƛ ά/ŀǊŘ {ƘŀǊǇέ ²ŀƭǎƘ 

 
/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ ²ƛǘƘ IŜǊ ά{Ǉƻǘ-hƴέ {ƳƛƭŜΗ 

 
Caroline Working in the Cold, Rough Surf! 
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±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻǊŜ ŀǘ ¢ŜŀƳ нΩǎ 5ŀȅ м aƻǊƴƛƴƎ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ !ǊŜŀ ς ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ hƴŜ !ƴƎǊȅ hŎŜŀƴΗ 

 
34 Teams, and over 200 Experienced Anglers failed to Catch a Scorable Fish during the event ς Surf Conditions were Definitely a Factor! 
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Micki, Carl, Mark, and Liz in Action as they Conquer the Nags Head Surf! 

 

Be sure to register for the 2020 Nags Head Lottery drawing, and Good Luck to all Returning 

Anglers! 

Contributed by:  VBAC Angler John Germanos, VBAC Surf Committee Chairman (Pictures by Liz & Robbie) 

 

   
5ƻǳƎ ŀƴŘ DŀōŜ /ƘƛƭƭƛƴΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎƪΗ aŜƭŀƴƛŜ ²ŀƛǘƛƴΩ ƻƴ Wŀǿǎ ƛƴ IŜǊ tC5Η ά[ƛȊ ¢ƘŜ .ƛȊέ {ǇƻǊǘƛƴΩ ! IƻƻŘƛŜΗ 
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2019 Little Island Fall Open Complete ς Final Results Are In! 

VBAC Anglers did a lot of fishing and a modest amount of catching in the post-Dorian 

Sandbridge Surf Fishing Qualifier to complete the 2019 Tournament Series. 

Special Thanks go out to all of the anglers that came out to participate 

in the final event in the 2019 VBAC Surf Series Qualifiers ï without 

you, these Club activities are not possible! 

Thanks also to my fellow Tournament Volunteers ï Judge Robbie 

Parks and our Lunch Coordinator, Frances Germanos, for the 

excellent pulled-pork BBQ lunch with all the trimmings! 

EVENT SUMMARY  

This 5th of our five qualifying events was held on Saturday, 14 

September 2019 and included six anglers. 

Overall, zero fish were recorded with zero total points tallied by the 

field. Several anglers caught fish just under the minimum legal and/or 

scoreable tournament size limits. 

Undersized catches included Red Drum, Black Drum, Spot, and 

Kingfish. 

Since no one scored any points, the final standings were unchanged from the August totals. 

Congratulations to Pat Searby for earning the top spot in the overall point standings with 283 points! Great Work! 

Here are the FINAL event and overall Surf Series Standings: 

 

 

ANGLER NAME  

L.I. Spring  Salvo Spring OV Pier Salvo Fall LI Fall  TOTALS  

Fish Pts. Fish Pts. Fish Pts. Fish Pts. Fish Pts. Fish Points 

1 Pat Searby 3 3 0 0 dnp dnp 32 280 0 0 35 283 

2 Kelly Hoggard dnp dnp dnp dnp 1 11 18 170 0 0 19 181 

3 Doug Wehner 6 6 dnp dnp dnp dnp 12 138 dnp dnp 18 144 

4 Caroline Robinson dnp dnp 0 0 dnp dnp 15 144 dnp dnp 15 144 

5 Brian Watkins 1 8 dnp dnp 4 27 11 101 dnp dnp 16 136 

6 Stan Sutliff 1 1 1 1 dnp dnp 13 120 dnp dnp 15 122 

7 John Gabriel 0 0 0 0 dnp dnp 9 84 dnp dnp 9 84 

8 Russell Willoughby dnp dnp 2 2 dnp dnp 8 67 dnp dnp 10 69 

9 Bob Schuster 2 36 2 27 dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp 4 63 

10 Bob Stuhlman dnp dnp 2 2 2 10 4 46 0 0 8 58 

11 Jerry Hughes 0 0 0 0 2 13 1 8 0 0 3 21 

12 Wesley Waters 2 13 dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp 2 13 
13 Mark Wallace 0 0 dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp 0 0 

14 Kelly Cormican 0 0 dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp 0 0 0 0 

15 Herb Wise 0 0 dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp 0 0 0 0 

16 Matt Sharpe 0 0 dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp 0 0 

17 Rob Stommel 0 0 0 0 dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp 0 0 

18 Bill Frunzi dnp dnp 0 0 dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp dnp 0 0 

NOTE:  The Top Ten aggregate point totals across all competitions qualify for a 2020 Surf Fishing Team position! 

Kelly Hoggard claimed second place with 181 points, just over 100 points behind Patty ñThe Champò Searby! 

Doug Wehner and Caroline Robinson each earned 144 points with Doug claiming third place on the first tiebreaker with 

18 fish scored versus Carolineôs 15-fish total. Congratulations to both on a solid performance! 

 

Overall Tournament Champion Patty Searby with 

a nice Double Kingfish Hook-up ï Great Job 

Patty! 
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Brian Watkins rounded out the top five with 136 points and a respectable 5th place finish.  Well done Brian! 

Special thanks go out to Jerry ñDoinkò Hughes on being the only VBAC Angler to compete in all five events!  That level 

of commitment is what helps make these kinds of season-long tournaments possible! 

 

Food, Fellowshipéand FUN 

Whether the ñcatchingò is fast or slow, the overall fishing and Club experience more than makes each of these events 

worthwhile! 

The weather for our final event was near perfect, and the beach was remarkably clean, with few traces of Dorian 

remaining. 

The post-event lunch was once again worthy, and many thanks go out to Frances Germanos for coordinating the catering 

with Malbon Brothers BBQ!  

The lunch spread included 5 pounds of pulled pork BBQ; 2 pounds of cole slaw; 1 pound of BBQ baked beans; regular 

and sesame seed buns; assorted chips; various sauces; brownies; and ice-cold drinks. 

Needless to say, no one walked away hungry! 

 

  

Sunrise at Sandbridgeôs Little Island beckoning VBAC Anglers! Jerry Hughes Baiting-up for the 0700 AM start time! 

  

Kelly Hoggard In Action just South of the Little Island Pier! VBAC Anglers working the Sandbridge Beach! 


